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How to be an American 
Housewife (2010) 
Margaret Dilloway 
Entreated to visit her ances-
tral family in Japan in place 
of her ailing mother, Sue un-
covers family secrets that 
influence her life in unfore-
seen ways, offer insight into 
her mother's marriage to an 
American GI, and reveal the 

role of tradition in shaping personal choice.  
 
 
 
 

Memoirs of a Geisha 
(1997) 
Arthur Golden 
A fictional memoir of a   
celebrated Japanese geisha 
describes how, as a little girl 
in 1929, she is sold into 
slavery; her efforts to learn 
the arts of the geisha; the 
impact of World War II; and 
her struggle to reinvent   
herself to win the man she 

          loves. 
 
 
 
 

A Gesture Life (1999) 
Chang-rae Lee 
The riveting story of a Japa-
nese immigrant who leads a 
proper, decorous life in a New 
York suburb. As his life slowly 
unravels, he is transported 
back to his days as a medic in 
the Japanese army in World 
War II, and his obsessive love 
of a young comfort woman.  

 
Waiting (1999) 
Ha Jin 
An ambitious and dedicated 
Chinese doctor, Lin Kong 
finds himself torn between two 
very different women--the   
educated and dynamic nurse 
with whom he has fallen in 
love and the traditional, meek, 
and humble woman to whom 
his family married him when  

       they were both very young.  
 
 
 
 
 

The Valley of Amazement 
(2013) 
Amy Tan 
Tan explores the complex   
relationships between mothers 
and daughters, control and 
submission, tradition and new 
beginnings. Jumping from bus-
tling Shanghai to an      iso-
lated village in rural China to 
San Francisco at the turn of 
the 19th century, the epic   

story follows three generations of women pulled 
apart by outside forces.  
 
 
 

 
The Surrendered (2010) 
Chang Rae Lee 
At the end of the Korean War, 
the lives of orphan June Han 
and American soldier Hector 
Brennan collide. Thirty years 
later, they meet again and are 
forced to come to terms with 
the secrets of their devastating 
past.  

 
The Joy Luck Club (1989) 
Amy Tan 
After being drawn together 
by the shadows of their past, 
four women start meeting 
every week in San         
Francisco to engage in hob-
bies they all enjoy. After one 
of the four members dies, 
her daughter takes her place 
to fulfill her mother's dying 

wish. After the revelation of a secret, the women 
are forced to think back to their pasts and  
remember the sometimes painful events of their 
lives.  
 

 
Shanghai Girls (2009) 
Lisa See 
Forced to 
leave Shanghai when their 
father sells them to California 
suitors, sisters May and 
Pearl struggle to adapt to life 
in 1930s Los Angeles while 
still bound to old customs, as 
they face discrimination and 
confront a life-altering secret.  

 
 
 

Hotel on the Corner of Bit-
ter and Sweet (2009) 
Jamie Ford 
When artifacts from       
Japanese families sent to 
internment camps during 
World War II are uncovered 
during renovations at a    
Seattle hotel, Henry Lee  
embarks on a quest that 
evokes memories of growing 
up Chinese in a city rife with 

          anti-Japanese sentiment. 


