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Things Fall Apart (1959) 
Chinua Achebe 
Traces the growing friction be-
tween village leaders and 
Europeans determined to save 
the heathen souls of Africa. 
Told through two overlapping, 
intertwining stories, both of 
which center around Okonkwo, 
a “strong man” of an Ibo village 
in Nigeria.   

 
 
 
 
 

Don’t Let’s Go to the Dogs 
Tonight (2001) 
Alexandra Fuller 
The author describes her   
childhood in Africa during the    
Rhodesian civil war of 1971 to 
1979, relating her life on farms 
in southern Rhodesia, Milawi, 
and Zambia with an alcoholic 
mother and frequently absent 
father.  
 

 
     Possessing the Secret of Joy 

(1992) 
Alice Walker 
Tashi, a member of the  Olinka 
tribe, submits to the ritual    
genital mutilation her people 
practice.  Traumatized by the 
experience, she battles     
madness; trying to regain the 
ability to recognize her own  
reality and to feel. Combining 
fact and fiction, Alice Walker 
strikes  with graceful power at 

     the heart of one of the most 
     controversial issues of our time. 

 
Infidel (2009) 
Ayaan Hirsi Ali 
Ultimately a celebration of  
triumph over adversity, Hirsi 
Ali's moving memoir follows 
the journey of a bright little girl 
raised as a strict Muslim in 
Somalia to an outspoken,   
pioneering member of Dutch 
parliament. 
 

 
 
 
 
      A Long Way Gone (2007) 

Ishmael Beah 
In a heart-wrenching, candid 
autobiography, a human rights 
activist offers a firsthand     
account of war from the     
perspective of a former child 
soldier, detailing the violent 
civil war that wracked his    
native Sierra Leone and the 
government forces that    
transformed a gentle young 
boy into a killer as a member  

          of the army.  
 
 

 
Half of a Yellow Sun (2006) 
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 
Biafra's impassioned struggle 
to establish an independent 
republic in southeastern      
Nigeria during the late 1960s 
is illuminated through the    
intertwined lives of  five    
characters. 

 
Cutting For Stone (2009) 
Abraham Verghese 
Marion and Shiva Stone, 
twin brothers born from a 
secret love affair between an 
Indian nun and a British   
surgeon, come of age in an 
Ethiopia on the brink of    
revolution, where their love 
for the same woman drives 
them apart. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Poisonwood Bible  
(1998) Barbara Kingsolver 
The family of a fierce evan-
gelical Baptist missionary 
begins to unravel after they 
embark on a 1959 mission to 
the  Belgian Congo, where 
they find their lives forever 
transformed over the course 
of three decades by the    
political and social upheaval 
of Africa. 

 
 
 

Little Bee (2009) 
Chris Cleave 
The fates of a 16-year-old 
Nigerian orphan and a well-
to-do British couple seeking 
to repair their strained     
marriage with a free holiday 
are joined when the couple 
decide to stray beyond the 
walls of their holiday resort 
on a Nigerian beach  


